An elemental principle in reporting scientific data is that when experimental quantities are multiplied or divided, the number of significant figures in the result cannot exceed that in the 403
. It is interesting to note that the number of skulls stored rises to a maximum at a pole height of approximately 30 m. Increasing the pole height beyond this leads to diminishing results in capacity. This height seems a reasonable postulate as a maximum for tzompantli poles. It is in the range for those used in the "volador" dance from Veracruz, which is of Precolumbian origin.
One of the reviewers mentioned that there were several skull racks besides that one described here. Sahagun (1951:166-175) mentions five skull racks besides the "great" skull rack. These, however, seem to be quite small by comparison. Only one is described with any detail. The Mixcoatl tzompantli was described as two "estados" in height with seven or eight crossbars (Sahagun 1956:233). This would be approximately 3 m high, with the crossbars spaced about .4 m apart, in agreement with Duran's measurements. We are not told how many poles there were so the capacity cannot be calculated. It is clear, however, that these skull racks were used only in special occasions and would not add a significant number to that of the "great skull rack." It seems reasonable to conclude that the principal skull rack at Tenochtitlan contained at the very most 60,000 skulls (at 11 per rod) and probably much less since it did not occupy the entire space described by Duran. Tapia's description. on which Harner relies, is patently in error when taken at face value and is also a gross overestimate of the number that a reasonable set of assumptions would produce.
NOTES
1 Duran states that the tzompantli was "placed in the center" of the space for which I give the dimensions. However, the calculations will be carried out as if it occupied the entire space to allow for a margin of error and to weigh the results conservatively in the direction of too many rather than too few skulls. 
